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DESCRIPTION
' CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE .
l(EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED © —UNALTERED )_(_ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS X ALtereD _MOVED  DATE
—.FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIB.E‘THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF. KNOWN)-PHYSICAL APPEA RANCE

The present building is located in’ "Court House Square,” the site of -Elkhart County's
Positioned

in the center of . the square, the present structure, surrounded by mature and beautiful

maple and elm. trees, is the focal point of downtown Goshen, as well as Elkhart County.

Also included within the Court House Square block are various "memorabilia," including

a fountain depicting a statue of Neptune, donated in 1912; "o1d Bullion," an iron cannon

donated by the local VFW and fired during the political rallies held on. the lawn at the

turn of the century; and a monument commemorating those in Elkhart County who died during

first Court House, which, "after 35 years of honest wear,'" was razed in 1868.

W.W. II.

partially recessed into the ground and measuring 82' x 72',

The éntire structure was dominated by'aleokdht/cldhkvtﬁWéf ;o¢a£é§»é:rtﬁépsouth:eﬁd,ff“
of the building, which also served as the entrance to the lower level. . The main entrances - -
to the building were constructed on an E/W axis and were emphasized by exterior 'monu= N

mental type" stairs and a slightly projecting "classic portico." The; portico consisted - - -:
of four freestanding Corinthian columns set on a rustica;ed;podium,.suppogting~ad"well‘;}u s
proportioned' ‘entablature and measuring 52" from base to cornice. A continupus. band of - - .
Stone rustication surrounded the building from grade to the main entrance level.
exterior corners:of the building were emphasized by stone. quoins at:the main-.level apd. -~ -

stone pilasters at the upper level. The entire structure was crowned by a bracketed R
cornice and, .excepting the clock tower and pqrtico;\%;ghal}éw hipped roof hidden by .. :- fus

balusters. -

In 1905, as a result of increased space neé&s, an,extensive-building;prggrgm w@s:f;;?

initiated to: renovate and expand the existing facilities. The clock tower, a Goshen.land- - .-
mark for more than a generation, became so "bppreSEivelyfimpqsing",thét this obtrusive: - . . -:
feature was eliminated and a new clay tile dbmefﬁdWéf,;mofé'modefate;iﬁiproportioﬁ;uwasw~uwv5“
added. - The new.tower, with a clock in each of ‘the four faéés,]is»ﬁoSiéiened over the -: .

central: portion of the building located at,the"iﬁtérbectibn'Qf,thé N/S & E/W axes. , The - . .

building has been expanded at both ends along the N/S axis symmetrical in plan, with.a ... = -
total increase in ground space of 87' x 70" or approximately 20,000.sqqare feet; -A piper
tunnel, originating at the existing jail (located to the west. of the square) -and extend--- -
p;ﬁéncefsggirs;.WaSQCOﬁstructed;t

ing to the west end of the building”beneath%thl-
vide heat for the building., - R
Additions 'and alterations: over the
" +. Revised heating system
.+ Addition of an eleévator -
«+ Additdon of A/C system - U973
-+ Small exterior masonry storage - o
addition located north-of west = .
' .entrance stairs . R
The Court-House as it exists today ds:dm exe
(marble wginscot,—the-paintedup%ﬁsggr,“WOOdfﬁrimﬁ
., constructed in 1906. o . -
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The Court House as originally constructed in-1868-1870 was afthrée'story',(:Z%istox:ytT .
above. grade) Italiante style masonry building, asymmetrical:in~plan,;with‘its,loweriievél

o .pro~ . :

iﬁeg@ffepaixaghd:fﬁe-ihtétibf?fiﬁiéhéé 
etél}lapﬁgaritd‘bé aé was.originally -

Sl mleneed

CV




Kl SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SlGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW L )
_PREHISTORIC = ARGHEOLOGY-PREHISTORICE . < /~COMMUNIT¥ PLANNING ~~ ' _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION

—.1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —_CONSERVATION _Law ) —SCIENCE

—1500-1599,  _AGRICULTURE - __ECONOMICS = ¢ __LITERATURE N scuurruns ‘ -
—1600-1699 ,X_Apécmrs_c,runs .., EDUCATION .. = =~ - __MILITARY C __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN '

__1700" 1799» ... —ART. ©iieia . - ENGINEERING - - _MuUsiC __THEATER
X 1800-1899 . _ comwaacs _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY ' TRANSPORTATlON

X 1900- ' v_commumcmons . ' _INDUSTRY " =+ X pOLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SRECIFY)

- L INVENTION

SAE A O B A
PR SR T

1868 ld7h-i ST Barrows & Garmsey Architects
1905 - 1908 : BU'LDER/ARCH'TECT Patton & Mlller Archltects

STATEMENT-OF SIGNIFICANCE - SR .’

The:Elkhart County' Commlssloners ”Jacob Bechtel J.E. Thompson and Nathanlel Thompson
were gifted with the wisdom to recognlze the necess1ty for a new court houSe to reflect
the extraordinary progress ‘made” By the" people of Elkhart County, and the perseverance to:

- overcome ‘the: opposition -of the taxpayers. Consequently, in 1868, the Commlssioners ‘re— -
tained the - Chicdago" archltectural firm of Barrows & Garnsey and on June 11 adopted their

" design. Completed ‘in:1870Q, at a costpof $125 000, the Elkhart County Court House is & i
superh example: of @ successful tran31t10n from Mpast to present" in terms of the archi-,~s‘
tectural styles:of ‘the perlod. et Y

The original: Bulldlng, as constructed 1n 1868 ‘was Itallante style in character and
demonstrated a‘‘fusion of the” Italian V111e style and the Renalssance revival.. It.was’
described as!"imposing in" appearance, chaste in design, massive and of . great strength
and delicacy of -finish:iwith the ¢lock towet adding greatly to the appearance”of the L
huilding.' .

Howevery ds‘the! Georgian revival w1th its_plea81ng symmetrical facadesZ“gained’
momentum; thé: asymmetr1cal 1ocat10n of the “elegantly proportioned clodk fower™ became
increasingly: obtrusive and’ gre ints dlsfavor with the public... Thus, in-1905, when the
Chicago*architectiral ‘firm" of'Pattdn & Miller»was retalned for the renovation and expan- -
sion of thé- existlng bulldlng, ‘the ‘¢lock tower, .was removed from the south facade and a o

—--new~tewer~pes&taened” -‘”'ntraleaxeseofstheubulldlng. = Wings,: symmetrical in plan,"
were addedite ‘the’ north and’ sc acades. .. The renovated building assumed the character
of a Georgian Revival ‘Style “¢o val \‘th Second ‘Renaissance style. . The fact that these
two styles' reached th ' f1890 1915 (concurrent with the court house reno~ -
vation) ‘played “d major’ role‘ln"effectlng a satisfactory solution to the problem of com-
bining two dissimilar styles. The Second Renaissance. style gave continuity from: original
to new design and the Neo-Colonial style, with its symmetry,.domed .tower, etc., provided .
a structure with a more aesthetically pleasing architectural massing of elements.. The
present building is con51dered to be one'0@1the most attractive: county bulldlngs in. the
State of Indiana. » o

The County Commissioners also possessed the fore31ght to. recognlze the need for
preserving a "Green Acre" in the midst of present and future urban monotony.and:Court
House Square servées as an excellent example of sensible urban planning. . During:the
summer the’ maple and elm trees surroundlng the. Court- House provide much needed shade
and also veil the’§tructure while still permitting its prominent tower to serve as a
reference point in Elkhart County - it can be seen for miles.

. As the seat of Elkhart County government, the Court House (located approx1mately
central to the county) has been the site of numerous and sundry political rallies held
on the Court House lawn and has hosted such political luminaries as Ezra Taft Bemson,
former Secretary of Agriculture (1960); former Senator William Jenner, and the great
orator, William Jennings Bryan (1904). -

Because of its historical, social and political relevance to the citizens of Elkhart
County and the surrounding communities we strongly recommend the nomination of the
Elkhart County Court House to the National Register of Historic Places,

SPECIFIC DATES *
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION )
The Elkhait' County Court House square 1s located. in the ‘central_’ commercial business"
district of Goshen, Indiana and is bounded by the curb lines of: Clinton Street on -
the north; Lincoln Avenue on the south main street on the east, and 3rd Street on.
the west.“ . : e R g
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